
ST IVES AND DISTRICT 
AREA ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Chairman:     Councillor Mrs. J Chandler                 Vice Chairman:   Mr. A Rhodes 
 
      Please reply to: Secretary 
        71 High Street 
        Earith 
        Huntingdon 
        Cambs PE28 3PP 
            
       NEW E-MAIL   email: owen.mclaughlin@btinternet.com 

Or text Owen on 07738 467857 
 

 

Minutes 
 

 Of the Meeting  held on Tuesday 19’th January 2010 at 7.30 pm – at St. Ives 
Town Hall. 

 
Present:  

Jean Chandler  (JC) : Chair, HDC 
  Bob Marston  (BM) : Neighbourhood Watch  
  Gill Prangnell  (GP) : Colne PC 
  Lesley Craig  (LC) : Houghton & Wyton PC 
  Owen McLaughlin (OM) : Secretary 

Peter Brace  (PB) : Earith PC 
Kate Williams  (KW) : Hemingford Grey PC 
Colin Saunderson (CS) : St. Ives TC 

   
1 Apologies 
 
Anne Corbin, Mike Newman, Bob Carr, Terry Rogers, Bill Halford, Margaret Shardlow, 
Andy Rhodes, Margaret Lumb 
 
BM offered his advance apologies for the next meeting in March. 

 
2 Minutes - To approve Minutes of  17’th November  2009   
 
The minutes were approved with a minor correction. ‘Yellow Lanes’ should read ‘Yellow 
Lines’. OM to correct in the record. 
 
3 Matters arising from Minutes 
 
JC asked the secretary to write to Dan Smith at HDC and also the St. Ives Town Clerk 
requesting £50 from each for the expenses of the Committee. 
 
Also to issue receipts to the Parish Councils who had made financial contributions. 
 
 



4 Role of the Road Safety Committee / Neighbourhood Panels 
 
It was advised that they are called Neighbourhood Forums not  Panels. 
 
CS said that Road Safety is permanent item on the agenda. This means that we can decide 
at the RSG meetings what we wish to take to the Forums. We need to know when they 
meet and what the slots are. We should also cover both the St. Ives and Ramsey Forums.  
We should accept the offer from Roy Reeves and state that we would like to participate at 
both Forums.  The dates of meetings will appear on the HDC website. 
 
JC added that under this arrangement we will still keep doing our existing functions. 
 
BM  said that he had some  reservations but couldn’t come up with anything more 
positive. Co-ordination would be necessary. For example, when was the first meeting? 
GP added that  the current  problem is that no-one is listening to us . This may still be an 
issue even with the Forum. 
 
PB  said that he had attended  a meeting at Burgess Hall where he had specifically asked 
the chair if the RSG still had relevance. The response was that we do have relevance and 
can submit our proposals to the Forum. PB added that he is a member of the Forum. The 
geographical composition of the Forum does not correspond to either the electoral or 
police boundaries. The first meeting could still be three months away. 
 
The meeting unanimously accepted the proposal that the RSG report to the relevant 
Forums. 
 
Action: OM to write to Roy Reeves and accept the offer.  
 
There was some discussion as to whether a Police Report was still required.  
BM advised that a Police Report may be included within the Forum and we should wait 
and see if this is the case. 
 
5 Correspondence 
 
Cycling & walking in St. Ives: 
Scott Parsons letter of September 15’th was replied to by email as the consultation period 
had expired. The text of this response is in Appendix A. 
 
20 MPH Limit: 
A letter from Jo Challis of Cambs CC dated November 24’th was read out which 
described proposals to introduce a 20MPH limit in parts of St. Ives town center. As the 
end date for the consultation was December 11’th an email correspondence canvassed the 
opinions of Committee members and a response was sent. This response is shown in 
Appendix B. 
 
Earith PC Donation: 
A £25 donation to expenses was received with thanks from Earith PC.  
 
 
 



6 Review of Active Items 
 
Item 5 Earith Junction and Crossing Danger – Map #6 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Two ongoing problems with: 
1. George Corner 
2. Pedestrian crossings – speed and visibility issues 

PB reported that Earith have applied for a joint funding bid to improve safety.   
ML reported that Terry Rogers was looking into the provision of Chaser Lights for the 
pedestrian crossings in Earith to make them more visible. 
OM actioned to get more information 

Comment PB reported that the Chaser Lights could not be fitted into the existing Belisha Beacons. 
It would cost £1600 to replace the existing posts. They are looking into an alternative. 
 
The problems with George Corner persist. If the A1123 is redesignated as a Local Route 
there needs to be a corresponding effort to get HCVs to avoid the route.  
PB was worried about a reduction in funding which might arise from a redesignation, 
but apparently this would only occur if the road was reclassified from A to B. 
 
With regard to parking outside no 7 on Earith High Street, the request for a bollard was 
turned down. 
 

Action Leave as Active Item 
 

Item 6 Low Road Speed Limit – (section opposite and beyond Mr Joneses). – Map #7 
Issue 
 
 
 
 

Speeding issue.  Speedwatch statistics say Low Road has the highest number of 
speeding vehicles in the area.  There were a number of Speedwatch surveys in August 
with a 15% hit rate. Fenstanton want us to push for speed reduction measures here. A 
camera is needed. Inspector Griffiths is putting in cables to measure speed. CS will keep 
us informed. There is speeding in both directions.  

Comment CS had got the inspector to promise enforcement, but it is difficult to do full 
enforcement as they can’t pull people off the road. They can only laser people and write 
to them. So there had been no enforcement to date. 
The good news is that now 3 police officers are trained to use the equipment so we will 
be pushing for enforcement.  

Action Leave as Active Item 
 
 
 

Item 9 St Audrey Lane, Speed Limit signs – Map #13 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cambridge Road Safety Engineering Team/Camera Partnership report that the combined 
camera/speed reminder sign is only for the beginning of such a section. However, a 
camera sign can be repeated at regular intervals within the section. We have offered to 
photograph this section if it would save a visit for placement purposes.  
OM reported that he had written to the Road Safety Engineering Team as requested and 
that a survey is taking place on October 26’th. 
OM to request survey results 

Comment CS said that police were active there today with a camera.  
 
BM asked what are they going to do about the problem.  The RSG should respond to the 
email and ask this question.  We want the signs to be changed. 30 repeater signs are 
needed.  We want the signs with a camera sign with a 30mph reminder. 



OM asked BM to compose the response as he was most familiar with this issue. 
We should also question if the figures are correct with regard to the directions of traffic 
as these seem to be the wrong way round. 
 

Actions BM to compose a reply on behalf of the RSG 
OM to send the response 

 
 

Item 18 Compass Point Crossing  - Map #25 
Issue 
 
 

Crossing needed between Manchester Arms roundabout and Compass Point roundabout. 
Road markings have disappeared. Work will be done when lining gang has an entire day’s 
work to do. This will be inspected by the Maintenance Supervisor. 
OM to check if this has been done. 

Comment There was some disagreement about whether or not this had been done. This remains 
unresolved as ML is on holiday. 

Action OM to liaise with ML  and establish the facts asap. 
 

 
 

Item 23 Guided Bus Route – North Road – Map #32 & #43 
Issue  
 

North Road is not suitable for buses in both directions. An earlier plan was for both North 
Road and Pig Lane be made One-Way 

Comment BC said that only North Road should be one-way. We don’t want two-way traffic for 
buses in North Road. 

Action Leave as active item 
 
 

Item 31 Hill Rise / Houghton Road  - Maps #17 & #31 
Issue 
 
 
 
 
 

This new item is an amalgamation of previous items 12 & 22. The issue concerns the 
danger of accidents at Hill Rose as well as the implications of the Guided Bus which 
commences operation at the end of November 2009. 
Existing footpath on Houghton Road to be widened to 3m and made into a joint 
cycle/footpath, and a footpath may be provided on the north side. Houghton concerned 
at plans. 

Comment The Guided bus is not starting at the end of November. It is rumoured there may be a 
problem with a bridge and also the guide wheels are getting hot. 
PB reported that all the speed limts are being reviewed. 

Action Leave as active item 
 
 

7 Review of Remaining Items  
 

No comments were made on the remaining Items. 
 

8   Speedwatch Update 
  
 CS said that activity had decreased because of the dark days and bad weather but 3 POs 
can now use the equipment. In one instance they had written to offenders and invited 
them to the school where they were speeding to explain why they were speeding.  
 

9 Reports from Members 
 
GP, Colne: Good news is that they now have 2 people in Colne trained for Speedwatch.  



 
CS, St. Ives: The cycle path scheme was nonsensical  and he had written a letter to the 
head of Highways.  There were so many objections that the scheme was dropped. (No 
further action at this time). One problem is that officers don’t get out to look at things, 
they just stay in their offices.  The 20mph initiative  is really a government issue.  
With regard to speeding offences, the police will only prosecute at 10% + 2mph  over the 
limit. (eg. Infringement in a 40 mph zone will prosecuted at 46 mph). 
 
LC, Houghton: Houghton are not happy about the crossing outside the Marina they see it 
is potentially dangerous. Why is one needed?  
 
JC, Chair: Commented that there are dangerous potholes everywhere following the bad 
weather.  
 
 

10 AOB 
 
None 
 
11 Date of Next Meeting 
 
March 16’th. 



Appendix A 
 

ST IVES AND DISTRICT 
AREA ROAD SAFETY COMMITTEE 

 
 

Chairman:     Councillor Mrs J Chandler                 Vice Chairman:   Mr A Rhodes 
 
      Please reply to: Owen McLaughlin 
        Secretary 
        71 High Street 
        Earith 
        Huntingdon 
        Cambs PE28 3PP 
            
             E-MAIL  owen.mclaughlin@btinternet.com 

Or text Owen on 07738 467857 
 
 
 
9’th December  2009 
 
Mrs Jo Challis 
West Highways 
Stanton way 
Huntingdon  
Cambs PE29 6PY 
 
Dear Mrs Challis 
 
Thank you for giving us the opportunity to comment on the 20MPH proposals for St. Ives. Unfortunately 
this arrived just after our November meeting and I have had to canvas opinion by email. As a result this is 
more a collection of observations than a collective response. 
 
Everyone believes that the 20MPH trial is good in principle and the Road Safety Group fully supports it. 
However, there were some comments relating to scope and enforcement. Some of the streets included in 
the trial area have a de facto 20MPH limit due to their particular characteristics. Other streets, such as 
Ramsey Road and the Waits, would clearly benefit from a lower limit but there may be a problem of 
enforcement. Presumably the enforcement during the trial period will be the responsibility of the police and 
it would be interesting to have their comments on the enforcement issue. 
 
The suggestion was also put forward that it might be easier to make the whole of the town centre a 20MPH 
zone so that the geographical scope is clear to all road users. If the zone was extended and proper 
enforcement applied the suggested traffic calming measures proposed for Needingworth Road and 
elsewhere might not be necessary. 
 
One final comment relates to St. Georges Road. In a letter received on September 15’th from your office a 
planned cycleway incorporating St. Georges Road was described.  Presumably this road would not form 
part of the 20MPH trial if it has been re-designated as walking and cycling only. 
 
I hope this has been helpful. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Owen Mc Laughlin, Secretary 
 



Appendix B 
 
Dear Mr Parsons 
  
Thank you for your letter of September 15'th. Although the Road Safety group are aware 
that the consultation period has ended I have been asked to forward some observations.  
   
While everyone agreed with the broader aim of providing safer cycling and walking 
routes, there were some serious reservations expressed.   
   
Why is it necessary to stop cars going down St. Georges Road ? This could cause a 
number of problems. For example, large vehicles such as recycling lorries might not be 
able to turn at the end of West Street .  
   
Some members also thought that the provisions in Globe Place were a waste of time and 
were doubtful that cyclists would use them. There are alternative routes for cyclists.  
   
Overall the RSG is supportive of plans to make cycling and walking safer and would like 
to thank the Traffic Department for giving us an opportunity to comment.  
   
Regards 
  
Owen McLaughlin, Secretary, St. Ives Road Safety Group 
  

 


